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And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.  II Tim. 2:2
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Tom & Cris Geer

December 2016
Dear Friends,
                                                                                                                                       

We flew out for Australia on September 26th and in spite of an unexpected change of schedule the Lord filled our 
time and opened many new doors of opportunity to minister there.  Because of a cancelled flight part way through our 
journey, we received $600 in flight vouchers, meals and a restful night in a nice hotel, plus we got to visit the Golden Gate 
Bridge in the meantime!  We chuckle at how God provides these special little blessings along the way.

The night after our arrival Tom preached at a youth activity where three teenage girls, Claire, Victoria and Phoebe 
accepted Christ as their Savior.  Sunday morning we had the privilege to do children’s church for 40 or 50 eager, well 
behaved children and shared some American chocolate with them as well!  We then enjoyed a tasty Lebanese meal and 
fellowship with some of the church folks.  Sunday night we were off to do one of our unconventional but eye opening 
evening services.  On Monday we flew to Adelaide to attend and teach the children during the National Baptist Fellowship 
held in a nearby community called Murray Bridge.  We heard some good preaching and were able to fellowship with some 
friends as well as meet many new folks at the meeting.  (We even continued a tradition which started last year of drinking 
“plunger” coffee with some of them!  For us Americans, that’s french press coffee!) We even met a missionary who is 
married to someone that Cris went to church with when she was about 9 years old!  A small world!  On Friday we headed 
back to Adelaide to do some teacher training.  The pastor was expecting a small number to attend the classes but was 
pleasantly surprised when 29 folks came throughout the week.  Tom also spoke at a men’s breakfast, children’s church 
and did a youth night where three teen boys and a girl were all dealt with for salvation.  Cris relayed how the girl, who was 
from Congo, thought that doing good would surely merit her a way to heaven was convinced she was a sinner and prayed 
in her native language to accept Christ.  The pastor and his wife were such gracious and hospitable hosts.  We had many 
laughs, saw a host of Australian animals and sights (including the location of the first Baptist Church in South Australia) 
and Tom was able to help a bit with the construction of a shed at their new property.  We flew back to Sydney on Saturday 
and on Sunday we taught the children’s church at an Arabic Baptist Church where 2 children were saved and one other 
was dealt with about assurance. After the service we enjoyed a special treat as the pastor’s wife had prepared an 
authentic and delicious Lebanese meal for us.  Cris took pictures as the meal was eye appealing as well as tasty.  On 
Sunday afternoon we got to attend an Iranian Bible study.  It was a group of about 50 folks from Iran who have received 
Christ in Australia and were learning how to witness to their Muslim friends and family by sharing the gospel and pointing 
out the contradictions and errors of the Koran.  We were able to teach a group of children during this meeting a couple of 
weeks later and look forward to working with their Iranian teacher who is eager to learn how to more effectively teach 
them when we return at the end of this month.  We were invited to do an evening service for an Australian-Filipino Baptist 
church and felt right at home as we have spent so much time in their homeland.  During our last weekend we did the first 
of several Teacher training sessions to be continued in 2017.  We were kept on our toes teaching/preaching three different 
times on Sunday and were off to the airport after the evening service!  During our last week in Australia we had several 
meetings in preparation for our return which will be December 31, 2016 until April 17, 2017.

We got home just in time to be a part of our home churches missions conference in Austin.  It was an exciting 
time with over 100 out of town missionaries, pastors and guests.  We were all challenged to remain faithful and give more 
in these last days so that many more souls can hear the Gospel of Christ.  On the missionary ladies shopping trip, Cris’ 
first purchase was a horse head that only a lady in children’s ministry would have spotted or valued!  After regrouping, 
rearranging and repacking we drove to Ohio stopping along the way to visit and preach for a faithful and long time



supporting church in Illinois. We enjoyed teaching the children during a missions conference in Ohio and had a double 
treat to be able to spend time with friends and with our children and grandchildren.  It was the first time for Tom to meet 
our newest, Adilyn and as you can see, he definitely enjoyed these precious little ones.  The blessing of the Lord, it 
maketh rich!  Proverbs 10:22

Please have a joyous time celebrating the birth of our Lord and Saviour with family and friends this holiday 
season.  We thank you for your faithful prayers, friendship and support.

With Grateful Hearts,

Tom & Cris Geer 
John 21:15



Merry Christmas!
Love, The Geers


